
VESL Comparison / Contrast Paragraph 
 

kreyes, miracosta college ncesl, 2013 
 

For this writing assignment, you will write about similarities and differences between the American 
education system and the education system in your country. 

First, fill out the Venn diagram to show similarities and differences: 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider the following: 

1. Age at which children begin school 

2. The rigor and testing procedures; how grades and promotion to the next level of education and 

graduation are decided 

3. Requirements to wear uniforms 

4. How strict (or not) teachers are; how discipline is handled 

5. Topics/Subjects that are taught 

6. College and university entrance requirements 

7. Costs/tuition 

8. Length of time for study; length of school day; length of school year 

9. How much homework is given, how much and how hard students study 

Education system 

in my country: 

_______________ 

both 

Education system 

in the USA 



Are there more similarities or more differences?  Write a paragraph using the outline to guide you. 

Write about a few similarities and differences.  If you have more similarities, follow the A 

outline; if you have more differences, follow the B outline.  Use transitions words. The 

instructor will demonstrate. 

Name 
Date 
VESL 
Comparison/Contrast 
  

Education Systems in ___________________ and the U.S.A 

 

 I currently live and study in the United States, but I am originally from __________________, 

where the educational system is (very different from, a little different from, a little similar to, mostly 

similar to) the educational system here in the U.S.A.    

The two systems have many/some features   The two systems have many/some 

in common.      OR  different features.    

 

                                                            

Although there are a lot of (similarities / differences) between these two educational systems, there 

are also (some / many / a few / a couple) (similarities / differences).  For example,  

 

 

In conclusion, the educational systems of _______________________ and the USA are more 

(similar than different / different than similar), with (many different features / many features in 

common). 
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